
BBC commits £100m to increasing diversity on TV  22. 06.2020

(Anything in brackets is from Alison)

Michaela Coel stars in, wrote and co-
directed I May Destroy You

The BBC is to increase diversity by investing £100m of its TV budget over a three 
year period to produce "diverse and inclusive content" (Inhalt).

Director general Tony Hall has described the move (action), which will apply from 
April 2021, as "a big leap" (Sprung).

The BBC has set itself a mandatory target - 20% of off-screen talent must come 
from under-represented groups.

That includes those with a disability or from a BAME or disadvantaged socio-
economic background.

'The stain (  Fleck?)   of systemic racism'  

There will also be three "tests" for diversity in the BBC's TV output, with 
programmes needing to meet two of them to qualify - diverse stories and 
portrayal on-screen, diverse production teams and talent and diverse-led 
production companies.

The announcement follows widespread Black Lives Matter protests, after the 
death of George Floyd while in police custody in the US.

June Sarpong was appointed the BBC's first director
of creative diversity in October 2019

"The senseless killing of George Floyd - and what it
tells us about the stain of systemic racism - has had a
profound impact on all of us," said Lord Hall.

"It's made us question ourselves about what more we can do to help tackle 
(attack) racism - and drive (vorantreiben) inclusion within our organisation and in
society as a whole.

"This is our response - it's going to drive change in what we make and who makes 
it. It's a big leap forward - and we'll have more to announce in the coming weeks."

Recent BBC productions from ethnic minority creatives and featuring actors from 
BAME backgrounds include Michaela Coel's 12-part drama, I May Destroy You.

Patrick Robinson plays Anthony Bryan in Sitting In Limbo
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It charts (shows) the fallout (results, effects) from a sexual assault (Angriff) and 
received rave (Modewort: begeistert) reviews.

Elsewhere, the story of Anthony Bryan and the Windrush scandal was brought to 
our screens in the feature-length drama, Sitting In Limbo.

In fact, the diversity announcement arrives on the 72nd anniversary of the day 
the Empire Windrush arrived at the port of Tilbury symbolising the beginning of 
the migration of thousands of people from the Caribbean to the UK.

https://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-53135022  for the short film

BBC reporter Shamaan Freeman-Powell speaks to members of her family about 
the impact of moving to the UK

In October last year, TV presenter and campaigner June Sarpong was appointed as
the BBC's director of creative diversity, as it pledged (promised) to ensure 50% of 
on-air roles will go to women by 2020, with targets of 15% for black, Asian and 
minority ethnic groups [BAME], 8% for disabled people and 8% for LGBT staff.

Off air, the BBC promised at the time to increase the proportion of leadership 
roles filled by women from 44% to 50% by next year, and raise the share of such 
senior roles held by BAME staff from 11.5% to 15%.

Reacting to Monday's latest package, Sarpong said: "I came to the BBC as an 
outsider. Before joining I had an idea of this being an organisation that did not 
want to change. What I found was something different: an organisation that had 
ambitious goals for diversity and inclusion but didn't know how to reach them."

She believes the commitment (Verpflichtung)  "will help to drive real change that 
will be felt by all audiences".

"I'm pleased that we're announcing this fund as the first of a series of bold 
(courageous) steps that will help make the BBC an instrument of real change."

"As a black woman," she added, "I feel and share in the pain that so many are 
feeling worldwide.

"It makes it all the more important that we show up now not just with words but 
with meaningful action."

'Not healthy'

The cash injection will support diversity and inclusion across all genres of TV, 
including Children's, Education and Current Affairs.

The BBC is calling it "the biggest financial investment to on-air inclusion in the 
industry", declaring (saying) that "the media industry is not changing fast enough".
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"The measures announced today are designed to accelerate the pace of change in 
increasing diversity and inclusion both on and off air," the statement read.

Director Steve McQueen dedicated his two 2020
Cannes films, from his Small Axe series, to the late
Mr Floyd

McQueen dedicates Cannes films to George Floyd

Speaking to The Observer on Sunday, director Steve McQueen led the attack on 
racism in the British film and TV industry and the lack of diversity.

"It's just not healthy," said Sir Steve. "It's wrong. And yet, many people in the 
industry go along with it as if it is normal. It's not normal. It is anything but 
normal. It's blindingly, obviously wrong. It's blatant racism. Fact. I grew up with 
it."

The BBC's director of content, Charlotte Moore, said McQueen challenged her and 
the organisation to "set meaningful targets (sinnvolle Ziele?) and take proper 
action" last year during the making of his upcoming (soon) anthology series, Small 
Axe.

"He was right," said Moore. "Today's announcement represents a truly 
transformational commitment to both on and off screen representation.

"Concrete, tangible (anfassbar) action is the only way we can bring about real 
sustainable change."

Meanwhile, actors including Chiwetel Ejiofor, Michaela Coel and Noel Clarke, as 
well as David Oyelowo and Meera Syal, have signed an open letter demanding 
(w:verlangend) that the UK film and TV industry will now "put its money and 
practices where its mouth is" (in die Tat umsetzen, mit dem eigenen Geld dafür 
einstehen).

The document, revealed on Monday, has more than 4,000 signatures, including 
those of presenter Anita Rani and directors Asif Kapadia, Gurinder Chadha and 
Rapman.

https://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-53135022 
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